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For more information: 
 
Web: www.bassendean.wa.gov.au 
Phone 9377 8000 
Visit: Council Offices 35 Old Perth Road, 
Bassendean. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ngalak kaadtitj nidja boodja 
Baal Whadjuk Noongar boodja 

Ngalak nyininy 
 

We together know this land is 
Whadjuk Noongar land.  

We together sitting. 
 

In the language of the first people 
of this land we say that we know 

that we are gathered together 
here on the land of the Whadjuk 

Noongar people. 
 

Always was, always will be. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Message from the Mayor 
 
At the Town of Bassendean, we encourage the development and maintenance of our 
verges to be sustainable, productive and social spaces. 
 
The street verge is a valued public space and to achieve its maximum potential for the 
community, your valued contribution in landscaping and maintaining the verge is 
encouraged. 
 
These guidelines encourage you to install verge treatments within our community which: 
 

¶ reduce water use within the verge  

¶ promote cooling our suburbs 

¶ provide a habitat for fauna and improves biodiversity 

¶ create a sense of community and place 

¶ add to the amenity of the local area 

¶ increase water infiltration and reduces stormwater runoff 

¶ improve soil quality and the health of street trees. 
 
Within these guidelines you will find some practical information and examples for the design 
and implementation of your new verge garden. Good luck! 
 
Cr Renee McLennan 
Mayor 
Town of Bassendean 
 
 

 



 

 
 

1. What is a Verge? 

The verge area is the portion of land between the edge of the road and the front 
property boundary. 

These guidelines relate to the verge area and excludes footpaths and driveways. 

Verges are provided on the edge of each road as a corridor to house underground 
services such as street lighting, power, gas, stormwater, water, sewerage and 
telecommunications. 

Any work associated with establishing your new verge garden must not have an 
adverse impact on any infrastructure located within the verge. 

Before starting any work within the verge, residents should contact Dial Before You Dig 
and the Town to identify and protect any infrastructure (cables, pipes, manholes, etc.). 

It is important for residents to note that utility providers are empowered by 
legislation to carry out infrastructure maintenance or upgrade works within the 
verge. 

If this work is undertaken within the verge it may damage or disturb your verge garden. 

While all care is taken, maintaining the infrastructure is a priority. 

Works within the verge may also include street tree pruning by the Town or its 
authorised contractors. 

Residents are responsible for the reinstatement of their verge garden on the completion 
of any works carried out by the utility provider, the Town or authorised contractors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.1100.com.au/safety-information/guide-to-lodging-an-enquiry/


 

2. What is a Street Tree?  

A street tree is any tree located within the verge. Street trees are under the care, 
ownership and control of the Town. To ensure the long-term health of trees in 
streetscapes, the Town operates a street tree program. 

The Town's street tree program includes the regular maintenance of street trees 
including pruning, watering and the annual winter planting of new and replacement 
street trees.  

Residents are encouraged to contact the Town to request a street tree for their verge.  

Alternatively, residents may choose to plant their own trees in the verge (including fruit 
trees), but that is subject to prior written approval being provided by the Town. 

The Town's Adopt-A-Tree program calls on residents, businesses and community 
groups to work in partnership with the Town to care for street trees. Anyone within the 
Town can register at: https://www.bassendean.wa.gov.au/documents/278/adopt-a-tree 

3. What can the Town do for you? 

Visit our website to find out more about the: 

¶ Street tree program (planting, watering and maintenance).  

¶ Adopt-A-Tree Program Plant subsidy scheme.  

¶ Free mulch (for collection from the Town's Depot located at 69 Scaddan Street, 
Bassendean). 

4. Plants For Residents 

Every year, the Town offers residents the opportunity to purchase subsidised native 
plant seedlings at reduced prices. Being local native plants, the seedlings are already 
well adapted to our climate and, once established, should not require a high level of 
watering. Residents should note that stocks are limited and distributed on a first-come, 
first-serve, basis. Vouchers are usually available for purchase in May/June. 
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5. Applications 

No application or permit is needed for upgrading your verge, if your verge garden fully 
complies with these guidelines and the following: 

¶ Activities on Thoroughfares and Trading in Thoroughfares and Public Places Local 
Law 2010  

¶ Verge Treatment Policy 

¶ The Water Corporation's Waterwise verge best practice guidelines 

Residents wishing to install a verge garden which is outside of the above requirements 
will require prior written approval from the Town before carrying out any works within 
their verge. 

Where a verge is 'common property' between two or more owners or occupiers, the 
owner or occupier proposing to install a verge treatment must obtain written agreement 
from all other owners or occupiers prior to commencing a verge treatment. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

https://www.bassendean.wa.gov.au/documents/262/activities-on-thoroughfares-and-trading-in-thoroughfares-and-public-places-local-law-2010
https://www.bassendean.wa.gov.au/documents/262/activities-on-thoroughfares-and-trading-in-thoroughfares-and-public-places-local-law-2010
https://www.bassendean.wa.gov.au/our-town/about-bassendean/trees.aspx
https://www.bassendean.wa.gov.au/our-town/about-bassendean/trees.aspx

