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LOCAL PLANNING POLICY NO. 18 LANDSCAPING WITH LOCAL 
PLANTS 

Background 
 
Landscaping is the term used to describe any vegetation and associated 
structures such as rockeries, ponds, sleepers and walls. It includes turf and 
grasses. Landscaping can enhance privacy, act as a natural cooling system 
for homes, soften the built form, create visual relief and generally improve the 
aesthetic appeal of new and existing developments. In addition to this, 
landscaping with local native vegetation can help to protect biodiversity and 
natural heritage values and contribute to a ‘sense of place’ for the area. 
 
Landscaping can be a major component of urban renewal programs providing 
a boost for the local economy by stimulating business. Local plant themes can 
be incorporated into the landscaping of major roads, shopping centres, public 
transport routes, civic buildings and new developments. 
 
The replacement of local native vegetation with exotic landscaping, coupled 
with the associated increase in water and fertiliser use, has an impact on 
water quality and the health of the Swan-Canning catchment. 
 
1.1  Citation 
 
This policy is adopted by the Town of Bassendean as a Planning Policy 
pursuant to Section 2.4 of Local Planning Scheme No. 10. 
 
1.2  Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to assist the Town of Bassendean to promote the 
protection and enhancement of natural resources within the region by 
prescribing minimum standards for landscaping with local native plants.   

 
1.3  Application of this policy 
 
This policy applies to all applications that require planning consent under the 
Local Planning Scheme and require landscaping to be provided.  
 
This policy has limited effect to applications based on Council’s Energy 
Efficient Design Policy which encourages deciduous trees and plants to be 
provided in certain circumstances to aid summer shading. 
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1.4  Objectives 
 
The objectives of the Town of Bassendean’s ‘Landscaping with Local Plants 
Policy’ are to:  
 
• provide development applicants with guidance as to the standard of 

landscaping expected by Council; 
• build pride in the Town of Bassendean’s natural environment and foster a 

‘sense of place’ in the community through appropriate landscaping; 
• Reduce threats to biodiversity by avoiding plant selection that may lead to  

future environmental weed problems; 
• create visual stimulus and contrast between natural and built features; 
• soften the impact of the built form; 
• maintain and further promote the amenity and resultant quality of life 

provided for residents of the Town of Bassendean; 
• promote better utilisation of water resources and the development of 

practices which conserve water; and 
• minimise the extent of fertilisers leaching into drains and waterways, and 

in turn maintaining water quality within the Town. 
 
1.5  Requirements 

Landscape plans illustrating all landscaped areas must be prepared ideally by 
a professional landscape designer or qualified horticulturalist or landscape 
architect and submitted for Council’s approval. Plans must focus on the use of 
local species and are to be prepared to a scale of not less than 1:200 and 
should show: 

• street frontages, neighbouring buildings and fence lines; 
• contours – both within the site and for the adjoining verge; 
• reticulation details (type and method of operation); 
• details of ground treatment for all common areas (for example; grass, 

paving, ground covers, mulch); 
• plant legend, including the number of plants and species name including 

pot-size of plants at the time of planting; and  
• accurate details of existing tree positions, with further detail for trees over 

2m in height (species, trunk diameter, drip line and crown height). 
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Vegetation should be of sufficient size and spacing to meet the objectives of 
the policy within two years and landscaped areas must be developed in 
accordance with the approved plan and maintained thereafter for a period of 
twenty-four months 

 
The following web site is one useful resource that shows local plants that are 
endemic to the area http://www.apacewa.org.au/nursery.

1.6  Relationship to LPS 
 
This policy complements the Local Planning Scheme No. 10, the Residential 
Design Codes of Western Australia. This policy should be read in connection 
with: 
 
1. Council’s Street Tree Removal and Replacement Policy, Amenity Tree 

Evaluation Policy which controls trees within the verge area adjoining 
development sites;  

 
2. Council’s  Verge treatment policy; and 

 
3. Council’s policy on the Retention of Trees on Development Sites. 
 
Under the Local Planning Scheme No. 10, each application for planning 
approval is to be accompanied by: 

1. The existing and proposed ground levels over the whole of the land the 
subject of the application and the location, height and type of all existing 
structures, and both the structures and vegetation proposed to be 
removed; and 

2. The nature and extent of any open space and landscaping proposed for 
the site. 

Under the Residential Design Codes each application for planning approval is 
required to be accompanied by an existing site analysis plan showing: 

1. The position, type and size of any tree exceeding 3m in height; and 

2. The street verge, including footpaths, street trees, crossovers, power poles 
and any service such as telephone, gas, water and sewerage in the verge. 

 


